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Mission
Statement
The mission of
the Bartlett Fire
Protection
District is to
preserve lives
and property in
our community
by providing
services
directed at the
prevention of
fire, accidents
and other
emergencies
while

2017 Accomplishments
It is my honor and pleasure that I present the
2017 Annual Report to the citizens of the Bartlett
Fire Protection District. The leadership of the Board
of Trustees and the dedicated, passionate work of
our personnel serve as the foundation on which this
report is presented.
The underlying goal of the Bartlett Fire Protection
District is to position our organization as a leader in
the region in the delivery of emergency services. In
our organization, we function as an open, inclusive,
and caring team of professionals that places the
utmost importance on the residents we serve. We truly want to make a difference to
the residents and in the community that we serve.
We work hard in the Bartlett Fire Protection District to provide high quality services.
We dedicate ourselves and have a strong desire to continuously improve and be a
part of an organization that is focused on high level performance. We pay a great

• Purchased and placed in service a 2017 Ford
Expedition Battalion car

• Replaced several lengths of Large Diameter Hose

• Purchased and placed in service a 2017 Ford
Explorer staff car

• Replaced computer work stations which had
reached end of useful life

• Completed the 2016 Annual Report

• Began replacement of EMS narcotic vaults to
upgrade failing equipment

• Completed station 1 apparatus floor resurfacing and
painting project

• Purchased ten (10) new sets of firefighting gear to
replace expired gear

• Completed station 1 conference room technology
upgrades

• Purchased and placed in service four (4) fire
inspection iPads

• Completed PSIN station monitor project

• Purchased and placed in service two (2) EMS I-pads
• Purchased and placed in service a 2017 Ford
F-450 ambulance

Emergency Incident Responses
5 Year Overview

deal of attention to customer service, cost efficiency, and emergency scene performance.

MEDICAL

FIRE

MISCELLANEOUS*

TOTAL INCIDENTS

It is my hope that you enjoy reading and find value in this report. Please know that
the Bartlett Fire District is your Fire District and we are here to serve you in a professional and caring manner. I sincerely welcome your thoughts, questions, and comments by telephone at 630-837-3701 or by a personal visit to my office as well.

maintaining the
highest

Michael W. Falese

standards of
professionalism,
efficiency and

Fire Chief

effectiveness.

Bartlett Fire Protection District
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*Miscellaneous incidents include: lockouts, hazardous materials spills, power lines down, water problems, false alarms, invalid assists,
unauthorized burning, sprinkler activations, system malfunctions, carbon monoxide detector activations, etc.
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Ignite the Courage

Beginning in 2010, the Bartlett Fire Protection District worked alongside the Pink Heals Tour to raise money for
people within the community. In 2013, the Bartlett Fire Protection District hosted its first annual Pink Heals Fest. The
fest turned into an annual tradition that grew steadily over the years.
In 2017, Bartlett Firefighters built upon that success with the creation of their own charity, Ignite the Courage.
Ignite the Courage is an Illinois not-for-profit, 501(c)3 charity organization.
Ignite the Courage was created by Bartlett firefighters to provide resources and inspiration to the community and
its members. The goal of Ignite the Courage is not to focus on one disease but rather any disease, ailment or significant tragedy that an individual or family may face. Firefighters see firsthand the struggles people face on a regular
basis. Understanding that these struggles weigh heavy on the people that endure them; Ignite the Courage strives to
be there to help encourage everyone to keep fighting, don’t lose hope and never give up.
Ignite the Courage has maintained the tradition of
the fest by hosting the Bartlett Summer Festival. The
fest takes place the second weekend of August and is
located at Bartlett Park. The summer festival has entertainment for the whole family including live music, food
trucks, a car show, crafts and many kids’ activities. In
its first year, the summer festival raised over $16,000 in
2017 for people in need throughout the Bartlett community.
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Meet the Firefighters

Training Division

Meet the Firefighters is an annual addition to the report where firefighters of the Bartlett Fire Protection District are
featured. It is important that the community is familiar with the Bartlett Fire Protection District members who proudly
serve our community.
Lieutenant/Paramedic Brian Corn

Battalion Chief Ralph Defreece

Lieutenant/Paramedic Brian Corn
began his career
in the fire service
in January 1992
when he was hired
full time with the
Bartlett Fire District.
Within his first year
of employment he
attained certification as Firefighter
II, Hazmat first
responder, fire apparatus engineer, and
Emergency Medical Technician - Basic. Lieutenant Corn
was certified as a Paramedic in 1995. He has taken
several other courses in his career and is also a certified
fire officer I.
Lieutenant Corn was drawn to the fire service because he enjoys helping people. He stated that he is
very grateful to be in a position where he can serve the
citizens of Bartlett. Lieutenant Corn said he especially
enjoys that the fire service is different every day and not
knowing what challenges he will face while on duty.
Lieutenant Corn is responsible for the department’s
breathing apparatus. Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) are a crucial piece of safety equipment
for firefighters. Lieutenant Corn is tasked with ensuring
the department’s SCBA are in top working order at all
times. He stated “I like this duty because it is vital to the
health and safety of all the members of the department.”
In his off duty time Lieutenant Corn said he enjoys
most outdoor activities, especially fishing. He also has
a hobby of collecting old pocket knives. Brian and his
wife Christine have 2 children and currently lives in
Kirkland.

Battalion Chief
Ralph Defreece began his fire service
career as a paid on
call Firefighter with
the Carol Stream
Fire Protection
District in September of 1988. He
completed the fire
academy in December of 1988. Ralph
was hired full time in
Bartlett on January
15, 1992, as one
of the original 7 full time Firefighters. He has obtained
certification as Firefighter II & III, Fire engineer, Fire Officer I & II, EMT-B, Paramedic, Fire Investigator. He also
has an Associate’s Degree from the College of Dupage
in Business Management.
Ralph said he initially started in the fire service with
the thought to give back to the community that he lived
in while remaining employed in the private sector.
Ralph went on to say that as he became more involved
with the fire service he saw the teamwork and camaraderie and the way the fire department helped the community. It was at that point that he decided to change
directions and pursue a career as a fulltime firefighter.
During Ralph’s years of service with Bartlett he has
served two terms as a Union Board member, and three
terms as Pension Board President. He has also assisted
in securing over 1.5 million dollars in grant funds. In
addition he has served as the fire district’s liability insurance representative for over 10 years, purchased facility supplies, and currently manages the Building and
Grounds division.
When not working, He enjoys traveling and camping, the Black Hawks, and of course the White Sox.
Go Sox!
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The Bartlett Fire Protection District strives to create a comprehensive and balanced approach to training that meets
or exceeds federal, state, and local regulations. The training division works to comply with industry standards and
meet the needs of the fire district and the critical needs of the residents. The Bartlett Fire Protection District recognizes
training as the cornerstone of the fire service and has strived to provide adequate, applicable, and realistic training
to its members.
Last year’s training included specialized training related to fire suppression, EMS, professional development, hazardous materials, technical rescue, and various other safety topics. In addition, members of the fire district participated in auto aid training with neighboring fire departments, automobile extrication, truck company and rural water
supply operations. The members of the fire district have put in over 10,000 hours of training within the organization
and countless hours at schools and conventions.

6

Close the Door Campaign
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Visit Underwriters Laboratory https://closeyourdoor.org/ for more information
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Anniversaries, Awards and Recognitions

Firefighter/Paramedic Wayne Maulding were
awarded the Life Saving award for actions taken on
a Cardiac Arrest on March 09, 2017.
• Assistant Chief Michael Figolah, Lieutenant David
Sudis, Lieutenant Richard Wilson, Firefighter/
Paramedic Andrew Scumaci, Firefighter/Paramedic
James Meinen, Firefighter/Paramedic Steven
Brandt, Firefighter/Paramedic Scott Birchall,
and Firefighter/Paramedic David DiRienzo were
awarded the Meritorious Unit award for actions
taken at the scene of a motor vehicle collision on
April 07, 2017.

Each year the Bartlett Fire District recognizes employee anniversaries and accomplishments from the previous
year. The 2017 awards and recognitions were presented in May 2018.
RECOGNITIONS:
• Chief Michael Falese, Battalion Chief David
Misner, Lieutenant William Filpi Lieutenant Brian
Corn, Firefighter/Paramedic Benjamin Michels,
Firefighter/Emt Chris Weihe, Firefighter/Paramedic
Kevin Galloway, Firefighter/Paramedic Jason Donat,
Firefighter/Paramedic Victor Arlis, and Firefighter/
Paramedic David DiRienzo, were awarded the
Meritorious Unit award for actions taken at a motor
vehicle collision on January 15, 2017.
• Lieutenant Jeffery Childers, Firefighter/Paramedic
Clark Dendinger, and Firefighter/Paramedic James
Barbeau were awarded the company award for
actions taken at a motor vehicle collision on January
15, 2017.
• Lieutenant Jeffery Childers, Firefighter/Paramedic
Rodney Yonamine, Firefighter/Paramedic James
Barbeau, Firefighter/Paramedic Robert Krenn, and
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• Lieutenant David Zamastil, Firefighter/Paramedic
Matthew Leathers, Firefighter/Emt Steven
Kapfhammer, Firefighter/Paramedic Brandon Runkel,
Firefighter/Paramedic Edward Stryczek were
awarded the Company Award for actions taken at
the scene of a motor vehicle collision on April 07,
2017
• Firefighter/Paramedic Jeremy Lane, Firefighter/
Paramedic Clark Dendinger, Firefighter/Paramedic
Sam Sylvester, Firefighter/Paramedic Victor Arlis,
Firefighter/Paramedic Jacob Nihels, received the
Life Saving Award for actions taken at a cardiac
arrest on April 08, 2017
• Chief Michael Falese, Assistant Chief William
Gabrenya received the medal of merit for actions
taken at an auto aid structure fire on June 27, 2017
• Battalion Chief Ralph DeFreece, Lieutenant Denice
Maiz, Firefighter/Paramedic Kevin Chapman,
Firefighter/Paramedic David DiRienzo, Firefighter/
Paramedic Jason Helvey, Firefighter/Emt Allen
Peruzzato received the Meritorious Unit award
for actions taken at the scene of a motor vehicle
collision on July 24, 2017
• Jayden Hernandez received the Citizen’s Life Saving
award for actions taken by calling 911 for a
medical emergency on February 21, 2017

In addition, the Bartlett Fire District recognized the following members of the community for their partnership
and assistance with various projects and fundraising
events.

GFOA
The Bartlett Fire Protection District is proud to announce that it has received a very distinguished award
for the seventh year in a row.

• The Fetch Foundation was recognized with a
certificate of appreciation for the donation of Fido
bag pet oxygen masks

The “Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting Award” has been presented to the District annually
since 2010 by the Government Finance Officers Association. This award recognizes government agencies
that go above and beyond the minimum requirements
of generally accepted governmental accounting principles. According to the Government Finance Officers
Association, “Due to the rigor of financial management
required, only a few Illinois Fire Districts have been presented this prestigious award. This award recognizes
well organized financial spending, which benefits the
community.”

• Artie’s towing was recognized with a certificate of
appreciation for their assistance with a motor vehicle
collision with extrication on January 15, 2017
• Russ’s Drywall, Inc. was awarded a certificate
of appreciation for their contributions to the
improvement of the Station 1 apparatus floor and
adjoining rooms.
ANNIVERSARIES
The following members of the Bartlett Fire District were
recognized for their continued dedication and service to
the Fire District.

10 Years of Service		
Name
Hire Date
Kevin Bootz
02/02/2007
James Barbeau
04/30/2007
Scott Dexter
08/21/2007
Christopher Kwak
04/30/2007
Matthew Leathers
04/30/2007
Rodney Yonamine
04/30/2007
Colleen Kolber
09/17/2007
Chief Michael Falese
09/17/2007
15 Years of Service
Mark Uzitas

01/01/2002

25 Years of Service
Lt. Brian Corn
B.C. Michael Clarke
B.C. Ralph Defreece
B.C. David Misner

01/01/1992
01/01/1992
01/15/1992
01/15/1992
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Anniversaries, Awards and Recognitions

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
Lieutenant Richard Gustafson- Promotion
On June 26, 2017 Richard Gustafson was promoted
to the rank of Lieutenant. Richard was hired with Bartlett
Fire Protection District on September 11, 2006. Lieutenant Gustafson began his fire service career at Hampshire Fire Department in June 2000. He also worked
with West Dundee Fire department from 2004-2009.
Lieutenant Gustafson serves as the fire district’s fire
equipment coordinator. In this role he oversees various
equipment that is carried on the fire vehicles. Lieutenant
Gustafson also is responsible for maintaining the fire district mapping and GIS capabilities. Both of these roles
are of vital importance for the effective daily operation
of the fire district. In addition, Richard is also a member
of the fire district’s foreign fire insurance tax board. In
this role, he serves as the purchase coordinator, ensuring that all approved FFIB purchases are carried out in
a timely and accurate manner.

Lieutenant Dana Costa Rica – Retirement
Lieutenant Dana Costa Rica retired on July 29, 2017
after 40 years of service with the Bartlett Fire District.
Lieutenant Costa Rica began his career at Bartlett in
1977 as a paid on call firefighter. He then served at
the same time with the Hanover Park fire department
from 1978 to 1982. Lieutenant Costa Rica also served
the Pleasantview Fire District from 1986-1992 and
the Addison Fire District from 1992-1996. In 1996,
he was hired full time at Bartlett Fire and served as a
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firefighter and paramedic until 2007 when he was
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant. Lieutenant Costa
Rica served in several important positions throughout
his career including, as a pension board member and
a union board member. In addition, Dana was responsible for all of the tools and appliances that were
placed on fire district apparatus. Dana had a unique
combination of passion and care for the district. There
was never a doubt that Dana cared for the Bartlett Fire
District.

Assistant Chief Michael Figolah –
Retirement
Assistant Chief Michael Figolah retired on April 28,
2017 after 41 years in the fire service. Assistant Chief
Figolah began his career in the fire service in 1976
with the East Dundee Fire District. He also served the
West Dundee Fire District from 1978 – 1987. He was
hired fulltime by the Mount Prospect Fire Department in
1984 and retired as Chief in 2010. Mike was hired
by Bartlett Fire District in 2010 and served as Assistant
Chief of Operations. Assistant Chief Figolah had a
very long and distinguished career in the fire service
and was a tremendous asset at Bartlett Fire District. During his time at Bartlett he had a significant impact on
the culture and the atmosphere within the organization.
Mike assisted the district in any area where a need
existed and took on many construction related projects
in addition to his regular administrative duties. Assistant Chief Figolah will undoubtedly be missed by the

members of the fire district. For his years of service and
dedication to fire safety, we remain forever grateful.

Assistant Chief William Gabrenya –
Appointed
After serving in the United
States Marine Corps, Assistant Chief Gabrenya started
his fire service career in
June 1992. Hired by former Fire Chief Elmer Hecht,
Assistant Chief Gabrenya
worked as a paid-on-call
firefighter with the Bartlett
Fire Protection District before
being hired fulltime by the
Village of Palatine in August 1995. Assistant Chief
Gabrenya remained a paid-on-call firefighter with the
Bartlett Fire Protection District until 2008. In Palatine,
Assistant Chief Gabrenya was promoted to Lieutenant
in 2005, Captain in 2008, Battalion Chief in 2010,
and Deputy Chief in 2012. Assistant Chief Gabrenya
directed the operations of the department from 2012 to
2015 and then went on to direct the administration of
the department from 2015 to 2017. In April of 2017,
Assistant Chief Gabrenya was hired by the Bartlett Fire
District to fill Assistant Chief Figolah’s vacancy. Assistant
Chief Gabrenya earned a Bachelor of Science from
Southern Illinois University in Fire Science Management

and is currently finishing his Masters in Public Administration; Local Government and Leadership from Northern Illinois University. Assistant Chief Gabrenya is also
currently enrolled in the United States Fire Administration
Executive Fire Officer Program. The 4-year Program
provides senior fire officers with a broad perspective on
various facets of fire and emergency services administration. The courses and accompanying research examine
how to exercise leadership when dealing with difficult
or unique problems within communities. Assistant Chief
Gabrenya has earned his Chief Fire Officer with the Illinois State Fire Marshal and is one of 1,200 accredited
Chief Fire Officers worldwide from the Commission on
Fire Accreditation International. Assistant Chief Gabrenya is a member of the International Fire Chiefs Association, Illinois Fire Chiefs Association, Illinois Public Employee Labor Relations Association, Illinois City/County
Management Association, and Bartlett Chamber of
Commerce. Outside of work, Assistant Chief Gabrenya
enjoys fishing, camping, and spending time with family.
Firefighter David Bartelt – Appointed
Firefighter/Paramedic
David Bartelt was hired
full time on October
23, 2017. Currently,
he resides in Sycamore, IL with his wife
Jayna and their son
Crewe and daughter
Camdyn. Originally
from Polo, IL, he joined
the Marine Corps just
prior to the September 11th terror attacks. He moved to Dekalb County
in 2005 following a Middle Eastern deployment and
would later be honorably discharged in 2008. David attended NIU and earned a bachelor’s degree in
Kinesiology and became a licensed athletic trainer. He
worked several years providing medical coverage for
local sporting events and ten years at an orthopedic
clinic as a surgical assistant. At age 32 he became a
paid on call firefighter in Sycamore. Shortly after, he attended paramedic school at Kishwaukee College.
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Fire District Data
INCIDENTS BY DAY OF THE WEEK

AVERAGE RESPONSE TIMES 2012-2017
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450
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TOTAL TAX RATE BY FIRE DISTRICT

4:49
SUN
544
14.44

MON
541
11.42

TUES
532
10.50

WEDS
574
11.04

THURS
508
9.77

FRI
565
10.66

SAT
474
8.94

4:56

RESPONSES BY UNIT
Medic 1
1412
996

Engine 2

5:12
2015

5:10
2016

5:13
2017

POPULATION BY FIRE DISTRICT

CALL VOLUME VS. REVENUE

1500
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910

Battalion 3

680
744

Engine 3
382

Truck 3
Tender 2

5:10
2014

TOTAL NUMBER OF EMERGENCY
RESPONSES BY STATION

1786

Engine 1

5:23
2013

*2013 response times were longer due to the Fire Station 2
remodel project.

Average calls per day 10.22

Medic 2

5:07
2012

900
600

1228

1219

1002

300

318

36

Squad 1 22

0

Station 1

Station 2

Station 3

TOTAL TAX EXTENSION BY DISTRICT

Mutual Aid

*Mutual Aid calls are calls to other communities for assistance..
U46 and ECC School District - 66%
Village of Bartlett - 9.6%
Bartlett Park District - 6.68%
Bartlett Fire District - 5.93%
County - 4.3%
Library 3.0%, Township - 2.66%, Misc. - 1.9%
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Firefighter Dylan

Contacts
Emergency Services: 9-1-1
• Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
• Fire Investigation
• Fire Suppression
Non-Emergency Services: (630) 837-3701
• CPR and First Aid Training • Incident Reports
• Disaster and Crisis Planning
• Public Education • Building Inspections
• Fire Investigations • Lock Box Questions
• Smoke Detector Installation and Replacement
• Fire Station Tours • General Questions

For additional information, please visit us
on our webpage:
www.bartlettfire.com
234 North Oak Avenue
Bartlett, Illinois 60103
(630) 837-3701

